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what I have ever advanced. Nobody that I know of did
ever dispute the Duke of M[arlboroug]h's courage, conduct
or success, they have been always unquestionable, and will
continue to be so, in spite of the malice of his enemies, or,
which is yet more, the weakness of Ms advocates. The
nation only wished to see him taken out of ill hands, and
put into better. But, what is all this to the conduct of the
late m[i]n[i]stry, the shameful mismanagements in Spain, or
the-wrong steps in the treaty of peace, the secret of which
will not bear the light, and is consequently by this author
very poorly defended? These and many other things I"
would have shewn; but upon second thoughts determined
to have done it in a discourse by itself,1 rather than take up
room here, and break into the design of this paper, from
whence I have resolved to banish controversy as much as
possible. But the postscript to his third pamphlet was
enough to disgust me from having any dealings at all with
such a writer; unless that part was left to some footman2 he
had picked up among the boys who follow the camp, whose
character it would suit much better than that of th% sup-
posed author.3 At least, the foul language, the idle impotent
menace, and the gross perverting of an innocent expression
in the 4th " Examiner," 4 joined to that respect I shall ever

1                                    It may be that Swift's intention was carried out in two pamphlets,
one entitled, " An Examination of the Management of the War.   In a
Letter to My Lord * * *," published March 3rd, 17 if ; and the other
styled, " An Examination of the Third and Fourth Letters to a Tory
Member, relating to the Negociations for a Treaty of Peace in 1709.  In
a Second Letter to My Lord * * * " [With a Postscript to the Medley's
Footman], published March 15th of the same year.  [T. S.]

2                                The postscript to "An Examination of the Third and Fourth
Letters" mentions a pamphlet, "An Answer to the Examination of
the Management of the War," by the Medley's Footman.    "The
Medley," No. 21 (February I9th), remarks : " He could also prove there
were wrong steps in the Treaty of Peace, the Allies would have all;
but he won't do it, because he is treated like a footman."  [T. S.l

3                                I.e. Dr. Francis Hare.   [T. S.]

4                               Dr. Hare, in the postscript to his third pamphlet, said: "The
Examiner is extremely mistaken, if he thinks I shall enter the lists
with so prostitute a writer, who can neither speak truth, nor knows
when he hears it."  He calls the writer "a mercenary scribbler," and
speaks of his paper as " weekly libels."  He then quotes an expression
from tfie fourth number (published before Swift undertook "The
Examiner"), and concludes by saying that he had met more than his